US PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS IN PUBLIC HISTORY, POPULAR IMAGINATION AND SCHOLARLY DEBATES
SPECIALIZED SEMINAR

27-29 APRIL 2017 – INTERHOTEL CHERNO MORE, VARNA, BULGARIA

ORGANIZERS: THE BULGARIAN AMERICAN STUDIES ASSOCIATION (BASA)
ALMA MATER CENTER OF EXCELLENCE 
TRANSATLANTIC SEMINAR

Seminar topics include but are not restricted to:

· The Constitutional Framework and Political Practices in US Presidential Elections;

· The Great Campaigns: Their Heroes and Villains;

· Electoral Behaviour and Mass Political Perceptions;

· Continuity and Change in the US Electoral Process;

· Modern Day Campaigning: From Print and Electronic Media to the Digital Era of Social Networks;

· The Political Establishment and the Anti-Systematic Forces in US Politics;

· The US Presidential Elections in Literature, Film and Drama;

· The Language of Politics: Public History and Modern Types of Communication;

· Social Upheavals and Mythologizing in Past and Present Campaigns;

· The Challenges of Presidential Candidates' Messages in the Harsh Realities of Current Politics;

· Multi or Single-Track Approaches  in the Foreign Policy  Platforms of the US Presidential Elections: Between Pragmatism and Idealism;

· The Cold War as a Factor in US Presidential Elections;

· From Lincoln to Obama: Racial and Social Perspectives of US Presidential Campaigns.
As part of the seminar, there will be a meeting of the BASA members to elect a new executive board and discuss organizational matters.
Deadline:
Abstracts (ca 200 words) and short bios are to be submitted by 16 January 2017. 

Enquiries and proposals should be sent to rmaslarska@uni-sofia.bg or to the Faculty of Classical and Modern Philology, Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”, 15 Tsar Osvoboditel Blvd., Sofia 1504, Bulgaria.
